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Message from the Principal 
 
Now that we have completed the first few weeks of 
school, I must say that I am very 
pleased with how well our students have settled 
into the daily routines and schedule of the middle 
school.  For our seventh graders everything is new: 
the building, the schedule, our teachers, and 
certainly opening a combination lock and 
organizing a locker! For our eighth graders, this 
has been their second year for experiencing the 
middle school schedule that features a Language 
Arts block, a Math Extension class, Cannervention 
– an enrichment and remediation period, separate 
lunch periods for each grade level, and new 
exploratory classes featuring Physical Education 
throughout the year. I firmly believe that our 
middle school structure benefits our students 
educationally and socially in many ways.  
Consequently, I anticipate another great year for 
our students! 
     As in past years, I am pleased to report that our 
students at Upper Adams Middle School performed 
extremely well on the Pennsylvania System of 
School Assessment (PSSA)! According to the 
preliminary numbers which we received, our 
students have exceeded the state average in every 
tested subject area even while these new tests 
measure the more challenging demands of the 
Pennsylvania Core Standards.  PSSA assessments 
now include more complex, multi-part questions, 
which require increased depths of knowledge and 
thinking by our students. Most noteworthy were 
our 8th grade scores from last year.  In English 
Language Arts our students scored 8.4% above the 
state average in the proficient and advanced 
performance categories. In Math these same 
students scored 10.5% above the state average.  No 
doubt these scores give evidence to our teachers’ 
efforts and students’ achievement!  Finally, while 
our achievement numbers are very good, we still 
have work to do to help every student grow and 
reach his/her potential.  As we continue our 
transition into the new Pennsylvania Core 
Standards, we will work to improve curriculum, 
use research-based instructional strategies, and 
provide challenging assignments and assessments 

that maximize learning for all students in the  
 
middle school.  As always, our middle school 
teachers and I appreciate your help and support in 
these endeavors! 
 
Dave Zinn 
Middle School Principal      
�������������������������� 
Important Information 
 
Attendance 
Please take note that if you are calling 
about your child’s absence, that call 
needs to be made to Leslie Callahan, 
Middle School Secretary at 677-7191 
ext. 2416 BEFORE 8:10AM.  Due to the 
chaos of mornings, there are some 
times when messages cannot be 
retrieved until after that deadline. 
Please know that if you did call in, but 
still received an automated message 
from the school, you can disregard it.   
 
Classroom Connections 
 
7th grade Science: 
The 7th grade Science students have 
been using microscopes to view all kinds 
of neat things, including Daphnia, dog 
and human hair, cheek cells, letter "e", 
pond water, wool, onion cells, seeds, etc.  
Way cool stuff!   
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Ancient History: 
Students navigated their way around the 
town of Biglerville to show off their 
cartographer (mapmaker) skills. Although 
the day was hot, the students learned how 
to use relative location and plot the places 
we visited along the way. The students 
also visited the library and learned about 
some of the historical sites in the town.  
 
7th Grade Language Arts: 
Hi Parents! 
 If you have not signed up for Remind 
101 for your son or daughter’s 7th grade 
Language Arts class, we would encourage 
you to do so!  It is an awesome way to stay 
in the loop as far as class assignments, 
projects, and paperwork go.   You can use 
your computer or your cell phone, and it’s 
easy!  The paperwork has already been sent 
home, but if you need to have it sent home 
again, just let us know. 
Thanks for your time in this matter! 
 
Theresa Hardman, Annie Granger, and  
Kirstie Smith 
 
8th grade Field Trip: 
The 8th grade class is taking a field trip to 
see Poe's Evermore at the Mount Hope 
Estate on November 8th.  The students will 
leave from school, see the show, stop for 
lunch (bagged or bought at the turnpike 
travel plaza) and return before the end of 
the school day.  Several of Edgar Allan 
Poe's works will be featured.  The following 
is a blurb from their website: 
 

Bring your group to Poe Evermore for a 
spooky and spine-tingling theater experience! 
Join the characters of some of Poe's most  
 
famous tales as they stroll about the historic 
Mount Hope Mansion. Make your way 
through the decorated rooms of the haunted 
Mansion, and enjoy live performances of 
your favorite Edgar Allen Poe tales!  
 
Homework: 
One of the biggest issues we see with 
the new 7th graders is difficulty in 
completing homework.  In order to get 
our students on the right track when it 
comes to homework, parents are 
encouraged to check their child’s agenda 
for assignments and then make sure 
they are completed and in their proper 
folder for the next day.  The teachers 
provide time throughout the day for the 
students to write down their 
assignments.  It’s a small trick that 
really helps to make a difference with 
the new Middle Schooler’s practice with 
organization, responsibility, and 
academics.  Like always, practice makes 
perfect!    
 
✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽✽ 
Counselor’s Corner 
 
Welcome back to school!  We are 
now officially in the swing of 
things, and I am pleased with 
how well the start of the school 
year has gone.  There are a 
number of jobs I perform in a 
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given day, and chances are if 
you need assistance during your  
 
 
educational path, I am a good 
place to start.  Whether you 
have questions about academics, 
career plans, or personal/social 
issues, I do it all.  The quickest 
way to reach me is through 
email – 
k.jenkins@upperadams.org.  You 
can also reach me at 677-7191 ext. 
2421, or through Mrs. Callahan 
our guidance secretary (ext. 
2416).   
 
I’d also like to take this time to 
remind students and parents 
about our commitment to 
keeping UAMS “Bully-free.”  
While this might seem like an  
insurmountable task, we take it 
very seriously and want ALL 
students to feel safe and 
comfortable in the building.  
Even though the overwhelming 
majority of our students have 
consistently reported they have 
not been bullied while in middle 
school, we still battle people 
saying and doing un-kind things 
to one another.  We have seen 
even the best and brightest 
students make some mistakes in 

this area, especially during the 
early adolescent years.  The best 
way to stamp-out bullying is by  
 
closely monitoring your own 
words and actions.  Please stand 
with us to help keep our building 
bully-free!  Together we can 
make this the best middle school 
around!  
 
 
✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰✰ 
 
Bully-free Schools 
What is the difference between conflict, teasing, 
rough play and bullying? 
  
Bullying is intentional humiliation and/or harm 
inflicted on a child who is seen as less powerful.  
Bullying is a form of peer abuse and should never 
be ignored.  
  
Conflict occurs between children with equal 
power.  Conflict is a normal part of life and not 
meant to intentionally harm others.  Bullying is not 
conflict and should not be resolved using conflict 
resolution or peer mediation strategies. 
  
Teasing is typically a behavior that is between 
friends or family members to positively change 
someone’s behavior.  For example:  “C’mon 
slowpoke,” “Okay, Michael Jordan.  Let’s see you 
block this shot.” 
  
Rough Play is usually between friends, and there 
is no intent to harm.  The children interact in a 
positive, friendly manner. 
  
Understanding the difference between these forms 
of behavior is important so that adults can 
response and follow up appropriately.  When 
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inappropriate behaviors are witnessed, adults 
and/or peers should intervene.  
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
LEO CLUB 
 
The LEO Club is up and running!  The LEO 
club is an offshoot of the Lion’s Club – 
which performs community service tasks 
throughout the area.  If you are interested 
in joining this community service 
organization, please see Mrs. Jenkins for 
an application.  Their first project will be 
helping out at the Apple Harvest Festival. 
 
 
Up-Coming Events 
October 

  7 -     Half-day for students 
10 - No school for students 
21 -    Fall Picture retakes 
28 -    End of first Marking Period 

November 
    21-22 -      Parent Teacher  
                        Conferences 
    23-28 -     No school: Thanksgiving    
                       break 
 
✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤✤ 
 
 
 
 


